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Ri-:i  LI'CTIONSON  THE  CONTRAST  BETWEEN 


xfs  by. 
iii.  22. 

I  hand. 


HIE  HEATH  OF  THE  INFIDEL  IN  THE  LAST, 
AND THE  FRENCH  LADY. 

H  OVV  often,  in  fame  degree,  docs  wickednefs 
meet  its  defert,  even  in  this  world  !  What 
peace,  or  foundation  for  peace,  is  there  to  the 
wicked  !  What  perturbation,  what  horror, 
what  terror  often  fill  their  breads,  cfpccially 
when  danger  is  near  !  Where  then  is  their  re¬ 
fuge  of  fafety,  their  fupport  and  confolation  ? 
Ah  !  what  can  comfort  them  ?  f  inding  no 
fafety  nor  happinefs  here,  how  often  do  they 
hope  to  be  Icfs  wretched  in  a  future  flatc,  if  they 
expe>fl  to  exift  hereafter  ?  Fatal  delufion  !  Fiow 
does  fuch  condueft  add  to  their  forrows  ?  Do 
they  not  thereby  fet  a  feal  to  their  damnation  ? 
How  diiferent  is  the  conduA  of  the  real  dhrijfian, 
in  the  hour  of  difirefs  ?  He  is  meek,  patient, 
and  refigned  to  the  will  of  heaven  !  He  has 
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God  to  comfort  him,  “  who  will  not  fulTcr  hinv 
to  be  tempted  above  what  he  is  able-  to  bear,” 
and  who  w  ill  change  his  tears  of  forrow,  into  wa-- 
tersof  joy,  caure  all  his  affli<5lions  to  “  work  to¬ 
gether  for  his  good,”  Chriflianity  regulates, 
at  all  times,  his  condu^f,  preferves  him  froju 
tyranny,  and  every  vice,  and  fills  his  heart  with. 

love,  with  good  "ivill  fo  all  men,  even’  to  his 
enemies.  And  yet  thefe  are  (enemies  to 

God  and  man,,)  who  revile  and  blafpheinc  chrif- 
tianity,  and  ufe  their  utnicHf  endeavours  to 
banifh  it  the  earth  !’  Vain,  wicked  men  !  As  well 
might  Nero,  with  his  four  helplels  fugitives,  have 
endeavoured  to  have  oppofed  the  almofl:  innu¬ 
merable  holl  of  foes,  who  rofc  up  in  wrath 
againfl;  him,  as^o«  to  abolilh  the  chriftian  reli„ 
giori !  It  is  founded  on  a  rock,  the  rock  ct 
Omnipotence,  and  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  never 
prevail  againft  it,  ¥ill  up  ye  i-»jidels,.tbe  vieafurc 
of  your  iniquities,.  But  remember,  the  final  end 
of  the  wicked  ;  remember,  that  tho’  like  Nero^ 
you  may  kill  the  body,  yet  you  cannot  defiroy 
the foul,  and  remember^  that  in  the  divine  efteem 
your  guilt  may  be  greater  than  his,  and  confe- 

qucntly,  that  your  future  mifery  may  be  greater 
alfo. 


,4  DIALOGUE  BETWEEN  MARC  IAN,  A  ROMAN  GO 
VERNOR  UNDER  3ECIUS,  AND.  AC.iTIUS  A 
BISHOP  UNDER  JESUS  CHRIST. 


A  HE  Emperor  having  publifhed  an  cdic 
againft  the  profcflbrs  of  chriflianity,  this  go 
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■vernor  was  ready  to  flicw  his  diligence  in  exe¬ 
cuting  it,  and  that  with  feverity,  Acatiiis  was 
carried  before  him  as  one  of  thofe  peftiicntial 
fellows  who  were  turning*'  tht  xvortd  nff.df 
dexvi: This  happened  in  the  year  251, 

Marcian.  You  chriltians,  living*  under,  and 
protccled  by  the  Roman  laws,  owe  much  love 
and  rcfpcct  to  the  Emperor,  which  you  Ihould 
always  be  ready  to  flicw. 

Acatius.  I  reatlily  own  the  obligation,  we  arc 
under  to  him  for  protection  as  a  fecondary  caufe, 
and  do  aflurc  you,  that  the  chriftians  arc  the  belt 
fubjccis  in  the  empire,  for  they  are  daily  in- 
ftructed  to  pray  for  the  prince,  and  all  in  au¬ 
thority  under  him,  for  the  profperity  of  the 
citizens,  and  for  the  peace  of  the  whole 
world. 

Marc.  I  have  called  you  here,  in  order  that 
you  may  give  an  unqueftionable  ?i.Turancc  and 
fubftantial  proof  of  your  fubmilTion  to  his  au¬ 
thority  and  command,  by  olfering  facriricc  to 
the  Emperor. 

Acat.  I  have  offered  up  prayers  daily,  to  the 
great  and  true  God,  for  the  Emperor’s  fafety  ; 
but  do  not  think,  he  has  any  claim  to  facrilice, 
for  who  can  think  of  performing  that  ad  of  re¬ 
ligion  to  a  man,  which  is  only  due  to  God  ? 

Marc.  Who  is  the  God  you  addrefs  in  your 
prayers  ?  let  us  know  him,  and  we  will  join  with 
.you  in  your  worfhip. 

Acat.  I  wilh  you  did  know  him 
ought. 


as  vou 


Mtvc.  ^^’hat  is  the  name  of  this  true  and  great 
God? 

Acat.  Me  is  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob. 

Mitre.  Are  thefe  diftindl  names  of  fo  many 
Gods  ? 

Acat.  No,  they  arc  three  of  the  nioft  faithful 
fervants,  to  whom  God  has  manifefted  himfclf, 
and  be  is  the  only  objeA  of  our  fear. 

'  Marc.  Well,  and  who  is  he  at  laft  ? 

Acat.  He  is  the  MofUHigh,  the  Lord,  who 
is  fcated  on  the  Cherubim Scraphin. 

Afarc.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  Seraph  ? 

Acat.  We  mean  a  ininificiing  fpirit,  which 
waiteth  near  the  the  throne  of  God’s  Maief- 


Alarc.  I  advife  you  to  renounce  thofe  idle 
fpcculations  that  hitherto  has  amufed  you  ;  and 
let  not  your  imagination  ramble  after  invifibic 
beings,  but  acknowledge  thofe  for  real  Gods,  of 
M’hofc  exiftcnce  your  fenfes  may  help  to  con¬ 
vince  you. 

Acat.  And  who  arc  thofe  deities  to  whom 
you  would  have  me  to  facrificc.  ? 

Marc.  Apoll  is  the  God  Mhofe  worfhip  I 
now  enforce,  and  who  was  honoured  for  eafing 
mankind  of  plagues  and  famine,  and  cllablifhing 
Health  and  regularity  in  the  world. 

Acat.  What,  that  Apoll  who  according  to 
your  own  account,  in  your  celebrated  flory  of 
Daphne,  run  like  a  mad-man  in  puifuit  of  the 
irirl  he  loved,  without  knowing  he  would  never 
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be  niaftcr  ot  his  charnunjr  objccii:  ?  lio^'  tan  he  be 
divine,  that  v.;;s  ir.  ;!;e  dark  as  to  his  out.  f.uc? 
Or  how  can  he  be  CiciJ  who  was  cheated  fo  by  a 
creature  ?  Sht.Ji  1,  though  r.iv  life  were  at  Tiakc, 
pay  divine  hor.ou^s  :o  thofe  uhcni  I  am  not 


obliged  to  imitate,  and  whofe  adlions,  you,  your- 
felves,  would  pu-'illt  in  ethers  ? 

Mure.  It  is  common  for  you  chrifUan-s  to 
^aluniniatc  the  gods  of  the  empire,  but  I  coyn- 
mind  thee,  at  the  peril  cf  thy  life,  to  facrifice 
to  Jupiter  and  Juno,  and  give  tlic  deities 
their  juft  due. 


Aial.  How  can  I  ofl'iLr  facrificc  to  one  whole 
mortality  Hands  upon  record,  and  v.  holetcnib 
!s  acknowlcdfrcd  to  be  in  Crete  ?  Is  lie  rifen 
from  the  dead  ? 


Marc.  Well,  yvu  Hiall  facrilicc  to  tl.cm,  or 
die. 


Acat.  1  find  your  way  of  proceeding  is  like 
that  of  higirway-men,  who  Hop  men  on  the  road, 
demand  their  money,  and  thrcatcji  to  kill  thcu.i 
if  they  don’t  deliver  ;  So,  that  in  both  cafe.s  the 
queltion  is  nor  what  jcHicc  and  rcalon  fay,  but 
which  is  ti'.e  ilrongelt  fide,  for  my  part,  1  fear 
Jiothing  you  can  do  to  me.  The  public  lauA 
arc  directed  agai nit  murders,  adultery,  and  other 
infan  ouscriir.es;  if  any  of  ihele  can  be  proved 
uponme,!  havenotliingto  ofitr  in  my  defence.  Bur 
it  I  ai’.  condemned  only  for  adoring  the  true 
God,  it  is  the  will  o!  the  judge,  not  the  law  ir- 
felf  that  pfoiiouncclh  my  fentencc.  Remember 
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however,  that  you  fhall  be  judged  with  the  fame 
leverity,  with  which  you  judge  others,  though 
with  more  juil ice. 

Marc.  My  order,  is  not  to  judge,  but  only 
to  purpofe  and  punifli,  therefore  you  may  be 
affured  of  being  ufed  with  the  utmoll  feverity, 
if  you  do  nor  obey  the  Emperor's  diredion. 

y^caf.  My  orders  are  never  to  deny  my  GocL 
If  you  think  yourfelf  fo  ftriiitly  obliged  to  obey 
the  commands  of  one  that  is  weak  and  mortal, 
and  will  one  day  become  the  food  of  worms, 
how  much  more  llrongly  am  I  obliged  to  obey 
Almighty  God,  who  is  eternal,  and  has  aifured 
us,  that  thofe  who  deny /j/w  before  men,  Jloall  be 
denied  and  difozmed  by  him,  before  bis  heavenly 
Father,  at  the  lajl  dreadful  day. 

Marc.  Hath  your  God  really  a  fon,  or  not, 
if  he  hath  who  is  he  ? 

Acat.  He  is  the  Word,  the  w'ord  of  truth  and 
grace,  and  his  name  is  Jefus  Chrift. 

Marc.  Is  your  God  corporeal,  or  not  i 

Acat.  Wc  arc  not  to  fpeak  of  the  Almighty 
as  we  do  of  man  ;  it  is  impoflible  for  us  mortals 
to  know  his  form,  who  is  invifible.  He  only 
knows  what  he  is.  But  we  chriftians  have  ac¬ 
quaintance  enough  with  his  perfections,  to  engage 
us  to  honour  him  above  all  things. 

Marc.  If  he  is  not  corporeal,  how  do  you  fpeak 
of  him  as  having  parts  ?  It  is  all  BuB,  to  talk  as 
you  chriflians  do. 
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Aciit.  Scnfe,  knowledge,  and  wildom, 

■  havcdependancc  on,  or  connc(5lion  with  an  or¬ 
ganized  body,  but  our  knowledge  of  our  own 
cxiftence  is  linall,  and  much  Icfs  can  we  com¬ 
prehend  the  exiftence  of  the  caufc  of  all 
things. 

Marc.  Know,  that  your  well  being  is  at  niy 
plcafurc  ;  if  you  will  facrihee,  and  caufc  thofe 
under  your  care,  to  do  fo,  I  will  promote  you 

to  fomc  office  ot  profit,  in  the  diflrid  J  have 
charge  of. 

Acat.  The  people  arc  not  governed  by  my 
will,  but  by  the  command  of  the  fupreme  Ruler 
of  the  univerfe.  If  I  advilc  them  to  what  is 
good  and  j  I’ll,  let  them  hear  me  ;  but  if  I  at¬ 
tempt,  to  perfuade  them  to  any  thing  that  is  un¬ 
lawful,  and  prejudicial  to  them,  let  them  flop 
their  ears  again  ft  me,  and  treat  me  with  con¬ 
tempt. 

Marc.  I  demand  a  lift  of  thofe  deluded  people 
you  are  at  the  head  of. 

Acat.  That  is  kept  in  heaven. 

Marc.  Who  are  the  magicians,  and ,  forccrers, 
your  companions  in  the  works  of  difobcdience, 
and  do(flrines  of  the  deluding  errors,  called 
working  of  miracles  } 

Acat.  We  acknowledge  our  fins  are  many, 
before  the  fupreme  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  but  we 
do  not  deferve  the  names  you  arc  pleafed  to 
beftow  upon  us  ;  for  we  do  rejc(5t,  and  detefl 
every’  thing  of  that  nature. 
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Marc.  Your  new  relicrion  is  no  better  tharl 
downright  magic,  I  therefore  demand  the  names 
of  all  under  your  care. 

Acat.  Do  you  hope  to  conquer  them  all, 
when  Jefus  Chrift  has  promiled  to  aid  them  ; 
and  togive  them  words  which  his  enemies  can¬ 
not  rcfitl  ?  Know,  that  my  name  is  Acaliac, 

and  thefc  two  com.panions  in  iaith  and  labour, 
are  Pifo,  Bifhop  of  Troy,  and  Mettander ,  a  pi  iclt 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  do  now  what  you  plealc  with 
Ui  all. 

Marc.  I  fliall  acquaint  the  Emperor  w  ith 

veur  ftubbornnefs,  and  until  I  receive  an  an- 

»  ^ 

fwer  from  him,  I  fhall  commie  you  to  pri- 


For  /be  Christian’s  Magazine. 

A  SHORT  ACCOUiN'T  OF  THE  LIFE' AND 

DEATH  OF  R . A . LATE  OF 

TALBOT,  MARYLAND. 

ifxS  death  is  the  inevitable  lot  of  mortals, 
however  dillant  the.thoughtlefi  may  find  the  pe¬ 
riod,  it  is  the  wifdom  of  all  that  muft  encoun¬ 
ter  ,  the  important  fccne,  to  prepare  for  the 

a  / 

I'ulemnities  of  that  hour.  The  means  of  im¬ 
provement  arc  innumerable,  and  among  thofc, 
the  life  and  death  of  fuch  as  have  gone 
before  us,  are  not  to  be  accounted  the 
Imalleft. 
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The  relation  which  I  am  now  to  give  6f  a  per- 
fon  with  whom  I  was  intimately  acquainted, 
may  ferve  to  aw’aken  our  fears,  left  a  promife 
being  left  us  of  entering  into  reft,  any  of  you 
come  lliort  of  it. 

This  )’outh,  like  all  others,  in  an  unawakened 
ftate,  lived  in  fccurity  fomewhere  about 
twenty  years.  It  plcafed  the  bather  of  Mercies 
to  convince  him  that  the  life  he  lived  would 
lead  him  to  deftrudiion,  and  that  it  was  high 
time  to  feek  the  Lord  while  he  might  be  found 
and  to  call  upon  him  while  he  was  near.  With 
this  convidtion  he  fee  out  to  fa  VC  his  foul.  He 
thought  it  his  duty  to  join  the  church  of  God, 
and  to  bfo  divine  afliftance  to  fiilHl  the  covenant 
engagements  that  were  made  in  his  behalf  at 
the  time  of  his  baptifm. 

It  was  not  long  befo^  he  thought  he  had 
found  the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  appeared 
to  rejoice  in  a  prefent  falvation,  his  words 
were,  “  I  know  by  experience,  that  God  lias 
power  on  earth  to  forgive  fin.”  He  walked  in 
all  the  means  of  grace  for  fcvcral  years.  .At 
length  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  change  his 
condition  of  life.  Unhappy  for  him,  he  chofe 
a  gay  handfome  young  lady,  but  a  ftranger 
to  religious  ferioufnefs,  and  although  fhe  was 
not  of  his  way  of  thinking,  his  family  and  per- 
fonal  appearance,  pleafed  her  fo  w-cll,  that 
fhe  fubmitted  to  his  requeft,  thinking  that  aftcc 
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thfy  'vverc  married,  fhe  could  cure  him  of  his 

religious  frenzy— - and  too  well  fhefucceed- 

ed  in  the  attempt. 

At  fird  flie  began  to  reafon  with  him  in  her 
way  ;  (lie  obferved,  that  if  they  meant  to  be 
thought  any  thing  of  by  their  friends  and 
neighbours,  they  fltould  not  treat  them  with  fo 
much  negkifl:,  when  they  invited  them  to  go 
to  this,  that,  and  the  other  place  cfdiverfion — 
That  he  knew  how  inuchpcrfbns  of  his  way  of 
thinking  were  ncgicdfed  by  people  of  rcfpcc- 
fability  ;  that  he  kept  fo  much  reading  atid 
praying  going  on  in  his  houfe,  that  the  neigh¬ 
bours  laughed  at  it,  in  fine,  faid  (he,  I  married 

you  to  be  happy  with  you,  but  I  utterly  dcfpair 
of  happinefs,  unlcl's  you  w  ill  k  leave  olf,  and  be 
like  other  people. 

•He  told  her  that  happinefs  was  what  he 
■wanted,,  what  he  fought,  and  what  he  had 
found  ;  but;  he  never  found  it  in  thofe  things 
w  hich  flic  efleemed  to  be  objedfs  of  happinefs, 
but  that  he  found  it  in  his  God  and  religion  ;  he 
told  her  that  he  hoped  that  he  fliould  ever  make 
it  his  highelt  ambition  to  make  her  happy,  but 
that  He  was  certain,  that  happinefs  that  arofe 
from  the  cufloms  and  manners  of  this  world, 
■w’as  not  fubftantial  ;  that  although  for  the  pre- 
fent  it  might  afford  imaginary  fwectnels,  in 
the  end  it  would  be  bitter  as  death. 

When  fhe  found  that  mildnefs  would  not  do, 
Ihc  took  the  harllicr  wav.  She  refufed  to  con- 
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form  fo  family  devotion.  He  grieved,  he 
vepr,  and  in  fcc.-’ct  often  prayed  for  her,  but 
to  no  purpofe.  She  ufed  every  llratagem  that 
her  frightful  imagination  could  invent  ;  Ihe 
perlilted  on  till  flic  finally  wearied  him  our,  he 
thought  is  v.as  in  vain  to  try  any  longer  to  bear 
up  under  the  oppofition  he  met  with.  He 
thought  he  would  attend  to  hispiivare  duties, 
and  try  to  get  to  htaven  alone,  if  flte  would 
not  go  with  him  ;  but  file  purfued  him  to  his 
clofct,  and  finally  drove  him  from  every  retreat, 
until  he  gave  up  every  religious  duty. 

When  he  gave  over  the  cultivation  of  his 
heart  by  grace,  and  the  regulation  of  his  life 
by  religion,  he  foon  found  the  corruptions  of 
his  heart  to  flir  within,  they  broke  out  in  his 
life,  till  he  finally  gratified  her  in  every  re- 
rjuefi  fhc  made,  and  ran  to  greater  lengths, 
than  ever  he  did  before  he  made  a  profcfiion 
of  religion  :  he  found  the  truth  of  this  proverb, 
^be  hackjlider  Jhall  be  JiJled  •with  bis  own 
ways.- 

Some  time  after  this  he  went  to  hear  a  fermon 
that  was  preached  on  a  particular  occalion, 
in  which  the  niiniller  entered  into  all  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  hcartj'and  ail  his  fins  were  brought  to 
his  remembrance.  He  there  proniifed  the  Lord 
once  more,  that  he  would  let  out  to  lerve  him, 
let  his  oppofition  be  what  it  would.  But  his 
difiiculties  appeared  to  be  greater,  he  found  he 
had  much  Icfs  flrcngth  to  rcliil  them  than  he 
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iiad  beicre.  He  loiinci  himltlr  in  his  enemy’s 
ha  "ids,  and  that  he  was  like  a  man  who  had 
been  bound  by  his  enemy  when  he  was  a fl cep, 
and  afterwards  awoke  with  furprife.  He  drug¬ 
gies,  but  he  cannot  get  free,  he  groans  under 
his  bondage,  and  wilhes  for  liberty,  but  in 
vain.  His  wife  redoubled  her  dibits,  and 
gained  her  point  a  fecond  time. 

He  continued  in  this  date  for  fonie  time, 
dnning  wiili  but  little  rcmorlc  of  confeience. 
He  led  his  delircs  for  ail  the  means  of  grace, 
and  entirely  forfook  the  company  of  the  people- 
of  God  ;  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  cudoms  and 
maxims  of  the  world,  w  ithout  having  regard 
even  to  morality.. 

After  this,  he  was  laid  upon  abed  of  afflic¬ 
tion,  and  his  life  was  defpaircd  of,  by  hinifelf 
tfiid  his  friends..  In  this  afflidion,  his  Icars 
were  all  alarmed,  his  fins  appeared  in  dreadful 
colours  before  him,  and  he  viewed  them  in  fuch 
a  light,  that  he  thought  he  dare  not  look  up 
to  God  for  rriercy.  “  How  can  I,  (faid  hej  ex- 
pecl  that  God  will  pardon  me,  w’hcn  I  have 
ran  counter  to  I’is  will,  grieved  his  fpirit,  fin¬ 
ned  away  all  that  peace  I  once  enjoyed,  and 
finally,  have  gone  farther  lince  myapodacy,  than 
1  ever  did  before  I  pretended  to  religion  ?  O 
that  I  liad  my  time  to  live  over  again,  or  O  that 
j  liad  never  been  born  ?  His  dilorder  incicaf- 
cQ,  and  his  fears  were  wrought  up  to  terror, 
li  (Uid  hcy'  God  would  give  me  another  trial. 


I  wo-jld.nmcn i  niy  ways  ;  if  God  v.ili  not  hear 
me,  perhaps  I’.c  '«vi!l  Ijcar  the  prayers  ol  iii;>  pi-*o- 
plc  in  iny  behalf  ;  O  fend  for  tlirrn  that  they 
may  pray  for  nie,  lor  how  can  I  (land  bclorc 
the  avenger  of  lin,  in  this  my  lamentable  (>)ndi- 
tion  !  His  friends  vifited  him  and  God  heard 
prayers  in  his  behalf,  aiid  contrary  to  expecta¬ 
tion,  he  recovered.  But  as  his  flrength  of 
body  cncrealed,  his  conviction  fubfided,  and  by 
th.c  time  he  was  reftored  to  health,  he  was 
ready  for,  and  adually  did  return  to  all  his 
former  vices. 

Several  years  after  this,  I  fell  in  company 
with  him,  when  we  entered  into  clofe  converla- 
tion  about  the  date  of  his  foul,  I  afked  him 
v.'hat  he  thought  would  become  of  him  if  he 
died  in  his  prefent  ftate  }  “  Why,’*  faid  he,  “  as 

fure  as  Cmd  is  in  heaven  I  Hionld  be  damned  ;’* 
“  Well,  faid  l,do  you  n^ean  to  die  in  this  (date? 
do  you  never  think  of  changing  your  courlc 
of  life  ?  “  My  friend,”  faid  he,  “  1  have  no  defirc 
to  ferve  God,  1  have  no  delire  for  any  thing 
that  is  good ;  to  tcU  you  the  truth  faid  he,  I 
as  much  believe  mv  damnation  is  fealed.as  I 
believe  I  am  lirting  convcrling  with  you.  I 
know,  fa  id  he,  the  very  time  when  the  fpirit 
ofGod  took  its  flight,  and  what  you  may  be 
more  furjjrifed  at  than  all  I  have  yet  faid,  is, 

I  am  nottoubled  about  it,  no,  no  more  than  if 
there  was  not  a  God  to  punifli  fln,  nor  a  hell 
to  pupilh  finners  in.  J  v. as  f'luck  fpccchlels. 
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I  c'.r,T^nt  paint  to  the  rcadci’s  imagination, 
the  feelings  i  had  at  that  time  ;  but  I  could 
fay  no  mo  e  to  him,  I  could  only  obferve  witli 
Vvrh-’r  an  air  of  indifference  he  fpol.e  it,  and 
no:.vu.".ilr.n:iing  he  fpoke  with  coulidcncc,  and 
his  words  made  fuch  imprei'lions  on  my  mind, 
yet  his  heart  app-^ire  i  to  be  as  unfcciintr  as  a 
Hone.  After  I  pirted  vvi.:h  him,  i  fell  into 
meditation  on  the  a/  hil  fubjcfi.  Lord  thought 
i,  who  have  1  been  conveiiinar  nith  ?  An  ::n- 
Tiioital  fpiiic  cloarhed  with  licik  a 'd  uiat 

appears  to  be  fealed  ove.  ’  •  ’*ernal  damnatio/i !. 
A  man  that  once  had  a  day  of  grace,  and  the 
offer  of  mercy,  but  now  all  .appears  to  be  1  d  1 
the  door  of  heaven  is  fliut  againrt:  him  never 
to  be  opened  more.  He  once  had  it  in  his 
power  to  accept  of  faJvation,  and  bccaufc  he 
did  not  improve  his  time  and  talent,  God 
judicially  has  taken  them  all  away,  and  given 
him  over  to  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  blindnefs  of 
mind  ;  he  is  neither  moved  byme.'-cy,  .nor  terri¬ 
fied  by  judgment.  May  this  bea  IclTon  tome, 
thought  I,  to  improve,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 

the  falvation  of  rnv  own  foul. - 

.-Vbout  twoyears  after  he  was  laid  upon  a  dying 
bed,  and  his  confcicnce  roared  like  thunder 
againfi:  him,  and  every  fenfe  within  him,  ap-* 
peared  to  be  aw  akened  to  torment  him.  His 
Mcknefs  was  flmrr,  and  his  end  awful.  His 
thriftian  friends  came  to  vilit  him,  and  wanted 
to  .'idrrdnider  to  his  comfort,  but  he  was  com- 
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fofticfs.  They  told  him  perhaps  he  «as  mlf- 
taken,  it  was  not  as  bad  with  him  as  he  imagin¬ 
ed.  "Ah  !”  faidhe,  "would  to  God  I  was  miftaken 
happy  would  it  be  for  me.  But/’  continuedhe, 
"  can  I  be  miftaken  about  my  atfliclion  ?  Is  it 
imagination  that  confines  nse  here  ?  Arc  mv' 
pains  imaginary  ?  No,  no  they  are  a  reality, 
a.nd  I  am  as  certain  of  my  damnation,  as  I  ana 
of  my  aflliiftion." 

Some  pcrlons  offered  to  go  to  prayer  with 
him,  but  he  forbid  it.  He  charged  them  not  to 
attempt  it;  For,”  faid  he,  "that  rr.omcnt  vou  at¬ 
tempt  to  lift  up  your  hearts  to  (jod  in  my  behalf 
I  fed  the  flames  of  bell  kindle  in  my  brtaff. 
You  might  as  well  pray  for  the  devil  as  for  me, 
you  would  have  as  much  fuccefs.  Do  yott 
think  to  force  God  ?  Do  you  think  to  force 
the  gates  of  heaven,  that  are  barred  by  juftice 
againft  me  ?  No,  your  prayers  ihall  return 
upon  your  own  heads,  I  want  none  of  them.” 
The  diflrefs  of  his  mind  leemed  to  fwallow  up 
that  of  his  body,  and  he  continued  nearly  in 
the  fame  fituation,  till  the  day  he  made  his 
exit.  All  that  chriftians  or  chriftian  n)iniftcrs 
could  fay  to  him,  made  no  imprclfion  on  his 
mind.  He  never  alked  any  one  to  pity,  not 
pray  for  him. 

Juft  before  he  departed,  atter  he  had  been 
rolling  for  fome  time,  from  fide  to  fide,  with 
horror  depicted  in  every  feature  of  his  face,  he 
called  out  to  his  wife,  to  bring  him  a  cup  of 
cold w atcr,  "  For,  faidhe,  inonchour!  fhall  bt 


THE  EXPERIEN'CED 


where  I  fliall  never  get  a:?other  drop.”  She 
brought  him  the  water,  he  took  and  drank  it 
with  g.-cedinefs,  he  reached  back  the  cup  with 
Jiis  trembling  hand,  he  Hared  her  in  the  face, 
his  eves  halhing  terror  ail  around  him,  he  cried 
out,  Becky,  Becky,  you  are  the  caule  of  my 
eternai  damnation.”  Me  turned  over,  and  with 
an  awful  groan  left  the  woiid  and  launched  into 
a  boundicfs  eternity. 

If  the  reader  fhoiild  afk  after  his  wife,  uhat 
imprcllions  it  made  upon  her  n  ind  ;  all  i 
have  to  lav,  I  fear  flic  died  as  Hie  lived. 


RLFLECTIONS 


It  mav  not  be  amifs  here  to  offer  three  refleC- 
tions  to  the  reader. 

Firff,  To  fuch  as  are  in  fingle  life.  How 
much  dep  ;nds  upon  the  choice  of  a  companion  ? 
If  you  let  beauty,  youth,  wit,  or  fortune  in¬ 
fluence  you  in  your  choice,  without  having 
a  facred  regard  to  religion,  you  may  at  one 
blow,  forever  undo  yourfelt  for  time  a.nd  cter- 
nity. 

Secondly,  Such  as  meet  with  difficulties  in 
the  difeharging  of  their  religious  duties,  may 
lee  the  da.ngers  of  giving  place  to  t  he  devil.  Had 
he  not  given  way  to  her,  had  he  not  ne¬ 
glected  his  religious  duties,  the  Father  of  Mer- 
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tics,  no  doubt,  would  have  made  a  way  for  his 
trlcape.  He  would,  perhaps,  have  taken  him 
from  his  trials,  after  he  had  fuflicicntly  tried 
him,  or  he  would  have  taken  his  trials  from  him, 
or,  finally,  he  would  have  given  him  patience 
to  bear  up  under  them  all,  fo  that  he  fhould  not 
have  fainted  in  his  mind. 

Third  and  laft,  is,  the  backflidcr  may  fee 
the  danger  of  refuli.ag  the  calls,  and  grieving 
the  Ipirit  of  God,  that  Itrives  to  reclaim  him ; 
that  however  Iccure  he  may  be,  and  how  much 
foever  he  may  lull  his  confciencc  to  fleep,  that 
one  day  God  will  bring  him  to  an  account, 
and  that  it  may  be  w  ith  him  as  with  this  unhap¬ 
py  man,  who  made  it  his  laft  requefi,  that  a 
luneral  fermon  iliould  be  preached  from  thol'c 
awful  words.  Now  confider  this,  ye  that  forget 
God,  left  1  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to 
deliver.  Pfalm,  4.  22. 

A  MINISTER. 


An  Account  of  the  Death  of  Captain  Swinburn, 
late  of  this  Port,  in  an  extraFl  of  a  letter  from 

the  Rev.  NIr.  Hallet,  to  NIrs.  Swinburn, 
dated  Grenada,  Auguft  i^tb,  1796. 

DfAR  Mada.m, 

However  painful  the  tafk,  yet  a  regard  to 
him  who  impofed  it  upon  me,  and  rerped  for 

T 


yoii,  tho’  \vc  are  pcrfoaally  ui:ikno\vn  to  each 
ocher,  prevails  upon  me  to  adJrcfs  you  at  this 
time, 

# 

But  how  flmll.  1  begin  ?  Wberc  ftiall  [  find 
words  to  exp-refs  myfelt  on  fuch  an  occafion  ? 
What  arc  my  feelings  while  I  write  ? 

And  to  inform  yoUj,th3t  your  partner  in  life 
is  no  more  ! 

My  dear  fidcr,  while  you-  read)  labour  to 
keep  your  mind  fiayed  on  God  :  remembering 
that  as  HE  in  goodiiefs  giveth,  fo  he  in  mercy 
hatii  a  right  to  take  away.  O  may  you  fay 
with,  holy  Job,  “  Blclfed  be  the  name  of  the 
Loj  dv.’  ’• 

My  fird  acquaintance  with  Captain  Swinburn,. 
w'-as^in  thc  month  of  January  iaft. 

As  foonas  he  arxived  in  this  ifland,  he  loughc 

for  an  acquaintance  with  thole  who  profelfetl 

to  be:  folioivers  of  Chrill,  and  feemed  happy 

that  it  was  his  loi,  to  find  any  .who  feared  the 

Lord  in  this  place  ;  he  was  much  with  me 

during  his  llay  tlvat  voyage,  and  I  was  much 

delighted  with  his  conlpany.  I  was  agreeably 

lurprifc.d,  one  Lord’s  day  lall  month,  to  fee 

him  uncxpeclcdly  cater  the  Chapel,  in  time 

« 

of  divine  fervicc  ;  as  when  here  betorc,  lo  ni 
like  manner  this  time  did  he  alTociatc  hinifclt 
with  the  people  of  God.  He  with  much  plca- 
fure  informed  me,  that  his  mate  was  w  man  of 
|>iety,  and  a  perfon  whom  he  had  g-rcat  affeCrion 
for,  and  canfidcncc  in;  and  that  his  fteward 
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alfo  was  a  man  wlio  prof,“l:cd  ro  kno  w  the  !(>ve 
ofGod;  and  tli;K  hi.?  people  in  j^cneral,  were 
jl-rions.  The  firft  niorht  he  i.n-  in  this  h.trbour 

o  # 

this  voyage,  it  being  Sunday,  after  preaching 
I  went  on  board  with  hin\,  atui  funo-  Ii\  inns, 
prayed,  and  exhorted  the  company,  ai  I  did 
fcvcral  times  after  ;  he  a[)pcared  to-  delight  in 
the  fcrvice  of  God,  and  to  be  ft  nr?! f  i,v  fpiril ^ 
Jcrvijig  the  Lord.  He  frequently  fpokc  of  you 
with  the  utmod  affeclion,  and  blcflcd  the  I,orr! 
t;>rfuch  a  partner.  Ju(l  about  the  time  he  \^as 
taken  lick,  he  was  pleating  himiVlf  with  tlic 
pro fpeCt  of. failing  in  a  day  or  two  for  New- 
York,  but  av'^ifeand  graciou'''  Piovide?ice,  order¬ 
ed  it  otherwife  ;  laft  Thurfday  morning, 
Aiigufl  ii  th,  he  came  on  fliore  with'  an  ague, 
his  Chritlian  brethren  adminidcred  fiich  re¬ 
lief  as  was  gCfVcrally  thong!. t  proper  upon  lach 
occalions,  he  feemedto  dclircto  be  in  my  rooin^ 
and  was  brought  into  it  ;  before  i2«  o’c!<Kk  a 
hot  fevcr^came  on,  and  inereafed  ;  a-  pliyliciaa 
wa/J  called,' and  every  attention  paid  to- him, 
by  the  lovers  of  ChrifT,  which  was  polTible.  1 
was  much  v' ith  him,  fpokc  often  to  him,  and 
prayed  by  liini  ;  he  fccincd  much  engaged  in 
jioly  cxcrcife,  during  the  whole  of  his  illnefs ; 
he  lamented  often,  that  he  had  not  been  more 
faithful  to  him  who  hadcallcd  him,  and  brought 
him  trom  darknefs  fo  his  marvcHous  light.  And 
where  is  the  Cfirillian,  that  may  not  join  in  fuch 
hnientation,  from  heart  felt  experience? 
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1  he  firll  day  of  his  fickncfs,  he  feemed  t> 
have  no  apprehenfion  of  death,  but  on  being 
alkcd,  he  faid  he  had  no  foreboding  of  hisdiflo-. 
lution. 

On  Sunday  he  endeavoured  to  fing, 

"  Arife  rny  foul  ariie,” 

"  Shake  off  thy  guilty  fears  : 

“  The  bleeding  facrificc, 

Inmy  behalf  appears; 

Before  the  throne  my  furcty  ftands. 

My  name  is  written  on  his  hands.” 

At  another  time  he  fung, 

“  Come  ye  that  love  the  Lord, 

“And  let  your  joys  be  known; 

Join  ia^a  fong  w'ith  fweet  accord, 

**  While  ye  furround  his  throne.” 

On  the  fouith  day  of  his  illnefs,  he  appeared 
to  apprehend  that  his  end  was  near  ;  he  called 
rne  to  him,  and  entreated  me  to  write  to  you, 
and  let  you  know  what  end  he  made,  and  added. 
But  lay  nothing  good  of  me.”  He  always 
cxprelfed  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  unworthinefs.  He 
would  often  fay,  ”  I  have  no  plea  ;  but  Chrift- 
hath  died.”  This  day  he  received  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  and  his  foul  feemed  much  alive  to  God. 
He  embraced  me  with  much  affedlion,  fqueezed 
my  hands  with  his,  faying,  “  The  Lord  reward, 
you  ten-fold,  for  all  yourkindnefs  to  me.”  Oiy 
being  afked  how  his.  mind  was,  he  replied.  *'  I 
find  Chrift  immeafurably  precious  ;  but  I  am 
a  poor  unloving  creature,  Icfs  than  the  leaft  of 
all  his  mercies.” 
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His  difordcr  continued  to  cncrcafc,  and  liU 
friends  continued  to  renew  their  clforts  to  relieve 
him,  but  all  to  no  tlFert  ;  the  fummons  wa* 
come,  for  the  fpirit  to  return  to  God  zvbo ^ave  it. 
Monday  he  was  heard  to  fay,  “  Wiiat  willlhc 
do.”  Upon  being  afked  who  ?  He  replied, 

“  Mv  dear  wife,  to  whom  I  have  been  united, 
about  twelve  months,  I  ihall  fee  her  no  more  in 
time.”  We  exhorted  him  to  leave  all  in  thehinds 
of  a  faithful  Creator.  He  faid,  “  I  am  refigned 
to  the  will  of  the  Lord.”  To  his  flcward.  Sir. 
Roundtree,  he  faid,  ”  1  think  you  arc  greatly 
concerned  for  eternal  welfare  j  I  am  humbly 
confident,  that  God  will  be  glorified  in  iny  faU 
vation  1 — My  filler,  this  was  a  few  hours  before 
your  partner  left  this  troublcfomc  world  ;  till 
near  the  laft,  he  was  blefi'cd  with  a  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  his  reafen  !  Bur,  previous  to  his  death, 
he  was  in  great  agony  :  we  finding  that  human 
help  was  all  at  an  end,  we  joined  in  prayer  to 
God,  in  his  behalf,  he  lay  comnofed  a  little,  and 
while  we  were  on  our  knees,  without  a  groan 
he  entered  into  the  joys  of  his  Lord  !  He  ex¬ 
changed  worlds,  cxadly  at  4  o’clock,  on  the 
15th  infi. 

Capt.  Swinburn  was  difcrect,  modefi,  and 
unafFeclcd  ;  he  adorned  the  gofpcl  of  Chrifl, 
by  at.  upright  life  and  convcrfalion  while  here  .• 
his  patience  was  wonderful,  1  never  faw  it 
excelled,  he  did  not  utter  one  harfii  or  hafly 
wprd,  during  his  illncfs  ;  took  every  thing 
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I  recollect  that  yon  informed  me  when  with 
you.  that  anxious  care  for  me  when  abfent^ 
proved  a  great  hindrance  to  your  progrefs  in 
religion. 

-  ly  dear,  J  woiild  befeech  you  by  all  the 
mci'cies  of  God  in  Chrift,  to  guard  againft  that. 

'  I  is  true  I  may  be  dear  to  you,  but  remember 
your  precious  foul  is  a  thoufand  times  more 
dear,  yea,  there  is  no  comparifon.  As  to  earth¬ 
ly  afTccfioiis  and  attachment,  they  may  fervc 
while  w  c  are  in  this  vale  of  tears,  but  in  eterni¬ 
ty,  they  have  no  entrance.  Let  us  give  Chrift 
the  uppcrnioll  feat  in  our  hearts  ;  then  we  fhall 

love  each  other  whether  abfent  or  prefent,  with 
lubordinacion  to  the  love  ot  (jod.  1  hope 
il  the  Loid  fliould  profper  us,  to  be  in  New'- 
York  by  the  l)cginning  of  September,  'and  till 
then,  I  will  recommend  you  to  God,  avho,  it 
you  are  faithful,  will  perfect  what  is  lacking. 
iYu'haps  you  may  afk  how  it  is  with  me  refpect- 
ln<r  the  thiiiiis  which  pertain  to  my  eternal 
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“  I  aiifwer,  bl  efl'cd  be  the  nancof  the  Moft- 

lligh,  he  hath  not  left  me  ;  .  1  fc’-l  the  draw¬ 
ings  of  his  love,  and  thclfrivings  of  his  Ipirit, 
niy  heart  is  melted  down  before  him  oft-times  ; 
but  O  what  a  poor  return  do  1  make  for  all  his 
benefits  to  me  ?  I  h  ivc  met  with  a  few  cf 
the  defpifed  followers  of  je  us  in  this  place, 
with  whom  I  have  taken  fweet  counlel,  and 
it  has  proved  a  blelling  to  me.  We  have  gone 
on  very  ftcady  in  our  little  fphere  on  lliip-board, 
1  belif  ve  my  mate  to  be  an  upright  man,  and 
fovcral  more  on  board  to  have  ferious  concern 
for  their  immortal  welfare.  Prefent  mv  regard 
to  all  the  friends  of  Jefus,  who  may  think  me 
worthy  of  enquiring  after, 

1  fubferibe  myfcifyour  loving 

Hulband,  till  death. 

W.  S. 


Ry  this  letter,  we  my  difeover  that  grace 
had  reached  his  heart,  and  inclined  hint  to  live 
the  life,  as  well  as  die  the  death  of  the  righteous. 
Oh  when  will  all  that  occupy  tbeir  hulbiefs  in  the 
great  deep,  fear  the  Lord,  and  tdl  the  ivondcnin 

t 

'vorks  of  the  Mojl  High  ;  then  lhall  every  fnip  be 
a  church,  and  every  mariner  a  fiiicere  chriliian, 
and  whether  they  fet  out  from  this  world,  at  home 
or  at  fbmc  diftant  part,  they  Iball  be  furc  tw 
find  the  harbour  of  Jefu’s  love. 
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Extra??  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
IVaJhington,  addrejfed  to  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  on  his  refignation  of  the  Pre- 
fidency^ 

o  F  al'  thedifpofitrons  and  habits  which  lead 
to  political  profperity.  Religion,  and  Morality, 
are  indtfpenlable  fupports.  In  vain  would  that 
man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotifm,  who  Ihould 
labour  to  fubvert  thefe  great  pillars  of  human 
happinefS)  thefe  firmeft  props  of  the  duties  of 
Men  and  Citizens.  The  mere  politician,  equal¬ 
ly  with  the  pious  man  ought  to  refpttfh  and  to 
chcrifh  them.  A  volume  could  not  trace  al! 
their  conneeflions  with  private  and  public  feli¬ 
city.  Let  it  fiinply  be  alked,  where  is  the  fe- 
curity  for  property,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if 
the  fchfe  of  religious  obligation  defert  the 
oaths,  which  arc  the  inllruments  of  inveftiga- 
tion  in  Courts  of  Juftice  ?  And  let  us  with 
caution  indulge  the  fuppofition,  that  morality 
can  be  maintained  without  religion.  Whate¬ 
ver  may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of  re¬ 
lined  education  on  minds  of  peculiar  ftrudlure ; 
rcafoii  and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  cx- 
pc(ft  that  national  morality  can  prevail  in  cxclu- 
lion  of  religious  principle. 

’Tis  fubflantially  true,  that  virtue  or  morali¬ 
ty  is  a  necelTary  fpring  of  popular  government. 
The  rule  indeed  extends  with  more  or  lefs  force 
to  every  fpccies  of  free  government.  Who  tha*^ 
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h  .I’finccrc  friend  to  it,  can  look  with  indiffer¬ 
ence  upon  attempts  to  fhake  the  foundation  of 
the  fabric  ? 

Promote,  then,  as  an  objecfl  of  primary  impor¬ 
tance,  inffitutions  for  the  general  diffufion  of 
knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  ftru(flure  of 
government  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it 
is  effcntial  that  public  opinion  fhould  be  rn- 
‘iightened. 

4 

■  ■■  I  ■  - 


The  numerous  and  import jnt  bleffings  of  Rtli'^ion. 
By  Sxr  Richard  Blackmore. 


^)fFSPRING  Divine  !  by  thee  we  blcfs 
the  Caufe, 

Who  form’d  the  World,  and  rules  it  by  his 
Laws ; 

His  Independent  Being  we  adore, 

£xtoI  his  Goodnefs,  and  revere  his  Pow’r. 
Our  wondering  eyes  his  high  Pcrfe<ftions  view, 
The  lofty  contemplation  we  purfue, 

Till  ravilh’d  we  the  great  Idea  find. 

Shining  in  bright  imprcffions  on  our  Mind. 


Infpir’d  by  thee,  Gueft  of  celedial  Race, 
With  generous  Love,  we  Human-kind  em 
brace ; 

'  ..if-** 

We  provocations  unprovok’d  receive. 

Patient  of  Wrong,  and  eafy  to  forgive  ; 

U 
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Protect:  the  orphan,  plead  the  Widow’s 
•Caiife,  •  .  . 

Nor  deviate  from  the  line  unerring  Juflice 
•  drSws.  - .r:; ;  .  . 

«  4  • 

0 

Thy  luftre,  blcft  Efrulgence,  can  difpcl 
'Che  Clouds  of  Error,  and  the  Gloom  of 
Hell  ;  ••  •-  >  . 

Can  to  the  Sou!  impart  Etherial  Inght, 

Ciivc  Life  Divine  and  Intellectual  Sight  : 
Before  our  ravilE’d  E)cs  thy  beams  dif- 
play ; 

The  opening  Scenes  of  Blifs,  and  cndlcfs 
Day  ; 

4 

By  which  incited  we  with  Ardour  rife. 

Scorn  this  inferior  Ball,  and  claim  the 
Skies.  _ 

Tyrants  to  Thee  a  Change  of  Nature  owe. 
Break  all  their .  Tortures,  and  indulgent 
<rrow.  . 

O 

Ambitious,  Conquerors  -in  their  mad  Career, 
Check’d  .by  thy  Voice,  Jay  down  the  Sword 

and  Spear.  _  .  ,  - 

I'hc  boldefl;  Champions  of  Impiety,  T 

Scornful  of  bicav’n,  fubdu’d  or  won  by  I 
Tiicc,  -  ( 

Beforc  thy  hallow’d  Altars  bend  the  Knee. 
Loofe  Wits,  made  wife,  a  public  Good  be¬ 
come,  •  • 

The  Ions  of  Pride  an  humble  mien  affume, 


*• .  '  \  * 
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The- Profligate, 'in  xMorals;  grew,  fever 
Defrauders  jufl,  and  Sycophants. flneere 


-'With  amorous.lanruage,  anJ  bewitchino- 
.fmilcs. 

Attractive  Airs,'. and  5il  the  Lover’s  Wiles, 
The  fair  Egyptian  Jacobis  Soncareft-, 
Hung.on-his-. NceJ<»,.  and-  .languilh’d^  on  his 
Bieafl.  _  . . 

•  - r  . «  >  i  ,4 

Courted'  with  Freedom  now  the  beautcou.s 

‘  •  r>  J  ,  •  T  •»  _  j. ,  .  \  —  .  •  ' 

.Now  flattering  fued,.  and  -threatningViOW  did 
rave  ; 

r  • 

But  not  the. various  Eloquence  of  Love, 

Nor  PoweV  enrag’d  could  his' fix’d  \'irtuc 
-.~,-inovc,  ^  . 

v’n.  the  blodmlnc- //«’/rete 


See,  aw ’ll  by  hea 

r.  ^  .;l  ^ 

jHer  •  artful  Tongue 


and  more  pcrl^afl 


And  fpringing 


herdifiippoihtcd  Arms 
Prefers  a  Dungeon  to  forbidden  Charms. 


Steadfafl  in  Virtue’s  and  his  Country’s 

Th’illuflrious  Founder  of  the  Jezvi/b  Laws, 
Who,  taught  by  Heav’n,  at  genuine  Greatnefs 
•t  aim’d,'  .. ' .  ’  .  •  '  •  . 

With  worthy  Pride-  Imperial  Blood  dif- 
. '  ->i  claim’d, 7  \  . _  .  •  • 
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Th’  alluring  Hopes  of  Ph'aro’s  Throne-  re¬ 
sign’d. 

And  the  vain  PIcafures  of  a  Court  declin’d,. 
Pleas’d  withobfeure  Rccefs,  to  cafe  the"^ 
Pains'  ! 

Cf  Jacob's  Race,  and  break  their  Servile  i 
Chains,  ’ 

Such  generous  Mind's  are  form'd,  uhere  hleji' 
Religion  reigns. 

Ye  Friends  of  Epicurus,  look  around. 

All  Nature  view  with  marks  of  Prudence- 
crown’d , 

Mind  the  wife  ends,  which  proper  means  pro¬ 
mote  ; 

See  how  the  diff’rent  Parts  for  diff'rent  ufe 
are  wrought ; 

Contemplate  all  this  condu(fland  Dcfign, 

Then  own,  and  prailc  th’  Artificer  Di¬ 
vine. 


Hoiv  wilt  thou  do  in  the  JwelUng  of  Jordan  f  - 

JSREMIAH  12.  5. 

INaY  thoughts  on  awful  fubjedts  roll. 
Which  fills  me  with  difmay ; 

How  wilt  thou  do  my  trembling  foul. 

In  death’s  moft  gloomy  day  ? 


C  n  R I  ST  I A  N'  ’S  M  AG  A  Z I N’  r  . 

In  that  dread  hour  of  pain  and  woe. 
What  anguiHi  rends  the  mind  ; 

When  forced  to  fly  from  all  below. 
And  leave  this  clay  behind  ! 

The  ruthlcfs  tyrant  will  not  fpare 
Whom  once  he  feizes  on  : 

But  gives  the  body  to  the  worms. 

And  bids  the  foul  be  gone. 

Soon  as  he  gets  the  warrant  fign’d 
To  make  a  foul  appear. 

He  drags  the  pris’ncr  to  the  bar. 

To  hear  his  fcntcncc  there. 

Nor  age,  nor  youth,  nor  rich,  nor  poor 
Evade  th'  unwelcome  call  j 

Death  lays  the  infant  in  the  duft,‘ 

Or  makes  Goliah  fall. 

Let  Ctefar  tell  of  poster  and  might. 
Or  boaft  of  Empires  won  ; 

The  conqu’ror  fickens,  falls  and  dies. 
Before  his  tale  is  done. 

Let  me  e’re  death  his  icy  hand. 

Upon  my  body  lay. 

Secure  a  place  in  yonder  w  orld. 

Of  cverlafling  day. 

The  merits  of  thy  death,  O  Chrift, 
Unto  my  heart  apply  ; 

That  when  my  body  fleeps  in  duB, 

My  foul  may  never  die. 
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Dut  Having  nope,  tnro  grace  aivine 
To  fee  thy.  face  above. 

May  clap  its  joyful  wings  and  (oar. 
To  realms  of  life  and  love.  • 


JL- ET  things  unfech,  attradl  your  eyes 

W.hkh  never  will  decay  ; 

The  tilings  which  are'beyond  the  fkics. 

In  realms  of  cndlefs  day. 

*  •  ....  »  , 

Look  at  the  beauty  of  the  Lord," 

In  yonder  world  of  light :  '  ^ 

Or  in  the  pages  of  his  word. 

Wherein  it  iliines  fo  bright. 


l^oolc  more  at  cnnltann  glory  ril 
That  you  may  know  and' find 
Truejoy,  and  a  fubmilTive  will, 
And  lolid  peace  of  mind;  "  * 

Tis  w'hile  we  look  at  things  abovCj 
We  l.afting  plrafure  find; 

Tis  while  we  view' the  God  of  love 
To  crolTcs  we’re  refitrned.’  • 


All  our  afflictions  will  feem  light. 
While  heaven  is  in  our  view ; 

Oiir  fouls  will  bear  the  -  darkeft  night, 
With  peace  and  courage  too.- 


CIIRISTAX’S  MAGAZINE. 


>39 


Drawgrccn,  near  Wakefield,  Fbc.  iS,  17S1. 


The  jolhxting  'hints  contain  a  plain  matter  of 
FaJ/,  JuJl  as  it  zvas. 


HERE  Humber  pours  her  rich  com¬ 
mercial  ftream; 


There  dwclr  a  Wretch,  who  liv’d — but  toblaf- 


pheme  !  • 

In  fubtcrrancous  caves  his  life  he  led. 

Black  as  the  .Mine  in  which  he  wrought  for 
bread  : 

When  on  a  day,  emerging  from  the  deep, 
ASabbath-day  (fuch  fabbath’s  thoufands  keep  t 
The  wages  of  his  weekly  toil  he  bore. 

To  buy  a  Cock,  whofc  blood  might  win  him 
more  ; 

As  if  the  nobleftofthc  feather’d  kind,. 

Were  but  for  battle,  and  for  death  delign’d  ! 
As  if  the  confec rated  hours  were  meant 
For  fport,  to  minds  on  cruelty  intent. 


It  chanc’d  (fuch  cKances  Providence  obey,' 
He  met  a  fcllow-lab’rer  on  the  way  ; 

Whofc  heart  the  fame  dtfires  had  once  inflam¬ 
ed. 

But  now  the  favage  temper  was  reclaim’d, 
Perluafion  on  his  lips  had  taken  place, 

(For  all  plead  well,  who  plead  the  caufe  of 
grace,/ 

His  iron  heart  with  Scripture  he  affail’d. 
Woo’d  him  to  hear  a  Sermon,  and  prevail’d. 
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His  faithful  bow,  the  mighty  Preacher  drew. 

Swift  as  the  lightnijig’sglimpfc  the  arrows  He 

The  finner  trembling,  call  his  eyes  around, 

1  o  find  a  worfe  than  him  ;  but  none  he  foun 
% 

He  felt  his  fins,  and  wonder’d  he  fhould  ’fee 
Grace  made  the  wound,  and  only  grace  cou 
heal. 

Now  farewell  oaths,  and  blafphemies  and  lies 
He  quits  the  finner’s,  for  the  martyr’s  prize, 
That  holy  day  was  walh’d  w'ith  many  a  tea 
Gilded  with  hope,  yet  fiiaded  too  by  fear. 


The  next,  his  fwarthy  brethren  of  the  mine, 
Learn’d  from  his  alter’d  lips  the  change 
divine  ; 

Laugh’d,  where  they  fiiould  have  wept,  and 
fwore  the  day 

Was  nigh,  when  he  would  fwearas  fail:  as  they ; 
“  No  (faid  the  Penitent)  fuch  words  dial/ 


Oh!  if  thou  feeft  !  ^thine  eye  the  future  fees,} 
Thai  I  fliall  yet  again  blafphcmc  like  thefc. 
Now  ftrike  me  to  the  ground  on  which  I  kneel. 
E’er  yet  this  heart  rclapfes  into  fleel  : 

Now  take  me  to  that  heaven  I  once  defi’d  ; 
Thy  pre fence  ;  thy  embrace.’’ — He  Ipakc  1  Uc 
Died. — 

Short  was  the  time  allotted  him  to  run,  i 
Juft  enter’d  in  the  lifts  he  gain’d  the  crown,  r 
H  ispray’r  fcarce  ended,  ere  his  praife  begun.  J  j 


